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RAPPORT D'EXAMEN 
PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL 



JJemande internationale n° PCT/FR 03/03138 



I. Base du rapport 



Description, Pages 

1 " 1 3 telles qu'initialement dSposees 
Revendjcatsons, No. 

1 ~ 1 6 telles qu'initialement dSposees 
Dessins, Feuilles 

1/5 ' 5yS telles qu'initialement dSposees 
2. En ce qui conceme la langue, tous les Elements indiques ci-dessus <§taient a la disposition de I'administratinn 

wsss^tssr dans laquel,e ,a demande internationa,e a « dlpS ssiassasr on 

Ces Elements etaient a la disposition de ("administration ou lui ont ete remis dans la langue suivante: ,qui est: 

□ la langue d'une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche internationale (selon la regie 23.1 (b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande internationale (selon la regie 48.3(b)). 

D 55.3). 9U9 de ' a traduction remise aux fins de fexamen preliminaire internationale (selon la regie 55.2 ou 

3 " S^&SS^ me le ? !5 qu f^f es de nuc, eo«des ou d'acide aminesdivulguees dans la demande 

siqlTenSs T ( >' ™ P^liminaire internationale a ete effectue sur la base du SSIge des 

□ contenu dans la demande internationale, sous forme ecrite. 

□ depos<§ avec la demande internationale, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ remis ulterieurement a ("administration, sous forme ecrite. 

□ remis ulterieurement a ('administration, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

4. Les modifications ont entratnS I'annulation : 

□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ des dessins, feuilles : 
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5. □ Le present rapport a ete formule abstraction faite (de certaines) des modifications, qui ont ete considerees 

au - del& de I'expose de I'invention tel qu'il a ete depose, comme il est indique ci-apres (regie 

(T oute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit etre indiauee au ooint 1 
et annex^e au present rapport.) H H 

6. Observations comptementaires, le cas 6ch6ant : 

V. Declaration motivee selon I'article 35(2) quant a la nouveaute, lactivite inventive et la possibility 
d application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

1- Declaration 

Nouveaute Oui: Revendications 2,3,6-11,14,15 

_ . .. Non: Revendications 1,4,5,12,13,16 

Activity inventive Oui: Revendications 

n . u . rx#JI Non: Revendications 2,3,6-11,14,15 

Possibilite d application industrielle Oui: Revendications 1-16 

Non: Revendications 

2. Citations et explications 
voir feuille separee 
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Concernan t le point V 

1 . II est fait reference aux documents suivants : 

D1 = EP-A-0519486; 
D2 = GB-A-1 183475; 
D3 = GB-A-2342908; 
D4 = US-A-4012893; 
D5 = GB-A-21 74667. 

2. La presente demande ne remplit pas les conditions enoncees dans Particle 33(1 ) 
PCT, Tobjet de la revendication 1 n'etant pas conforme au critere de nouveaute 
defini par Particle 33(2) PCT. 

3. Le document D1 , qui est considere comme etant I'etat de la technique le plus 
proche de Tobjet de la revendication 1 , decrit (les references entre parentheses 
s'appliquent a ce document): 

Une machine (device for diverting a moving flow of products) pour transferer en 
rangees successives des objets (products (P)) initialement alignees (voir: figure 
4), comprenant un premier transporteur (flexible belt conveyor (20)) propre a 
amener les objets disposes en ligne les uns a la suite des autres, le document D1 
decrit en outre un second transporteur (second conveyor ligne (10)) comprenant 
un plateau (plate-top chain constituted by flat links (38)) dispose lateralement au 
premier transporteur (voir: figure 4) et des moyens de deplacement d'objets avec 
au moms un organe de pousse (disc (28)) deplacable transversalement au 
premier transporteur de maniere qu'il vienne au contact lateral de "n" objets (voir 
figures 1 et 2) sur le premier transporteur pour les repousser ensemble en rangee 
sur le susdit plateau en les deplagant selon une direction faisant un angle "6" 
compris entre 0° et 90°, bornes exclues (6*0°, 9*90°) par rapport au premier 
transporteur (voir figures). 

La combinaison des caracteristiques techniques de la revendication 1 est done 
comprise dans I'etat de la technique connu de D1. 

La combinaison des caracteristiques techniques des revendications 4, 5, 12, 13 et 
16 est egalement comprise dans I'etat de la technique decrit par D1 . ' ' 

Les revendications dependantes 2, 3, 6-11, 14 et 15 ne contiennent aucune 
caracteristique qui, en combinaison avec celles de Tune quelconque des 
revendications a laquelle elles se referent, definisse un objet qui satisfasse aux 
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exigences du PCT en ce qui concerne I'activite inventive, et ce pour les raisons 
suivantes: 

Les caracteristiques des revendications dependantes 2, 3, 6-1 1, 14 et 15 sont 
deja employees dans le meme but dans des documents analogues, voir: 

document D2 - revendications 2, 3, 14 et 15; 
document D3 - revendication 6; 
document D4 - revendications 7-9; 
document D5 - revendications 1 0 et 1 1 . 

II est evident pour la personne du metier d'appliquer ces caracteristiques, avec un 
effet correspondant, dans un dispositif suivant le document D1 et d'obtenir ainsi 
une machine selon les revendications 2, 3, 6-1 1 , 1 4 et 1 5. 

6. L'objet des revendications 1 -1 6 est considerees comme susceptible duplication 
industrielle (article 33(4) PCT). 
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CERMEX QUEST CONDITIONNEMENT 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5_ 

| | ™ s re P° rt is als ° accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement KK ; 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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iternational application No. 

INTERNATIONALPRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 1 PCT/FR2003/003 138 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally Filed 

the description: 

Pages M3 . as originally filed 

P a g e s . filed with the demand 

pages . filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

pages 1J6 . as originally filed 

pages ^ . as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

Pages ^ . filed with the demand 

Pages . filed with the letter of 

the drawings: 

pages 1/5-5/5 . as originally filed 

pages . filed with the demand 

P 3 ^ _ . Filed with the letter of 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

P ages . as originally Filed 

P a £ es filed with the demand 

Pages .filed with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

Filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as Filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims. Nos. 



□ 

the drawings. sheets/Fig . 



5 j I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — 1 beyond the disclosure as Filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 171 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 














Novelty (N) 


Claims 


2, 


3, 6-11, 


14, 


15 


YES 




Claims 


1 


4 ^ TO 
^ , O, 1^ , 


1J, 


16 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 










YES 




Claims 




3, 6-11, 


14, 


15 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 




1-16 






YES 




Claims 










NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: EP-A-0 519 486 

D2: GB-A-1 183 475 

D3: GB-A-2 342 908 

D4: US-A-4 012 893 

D5: GB-A-2 174 667 



2. 



The present application does not fulfil the 
requirements set forth in PCT Article 33(1) because 
the subject matter of claim 1 does not comply with 
the requirement of novelty defined in PCT Article 
33(2) . 



Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes 
(the references between parentheses apply to said 
document) : 



a machine (device for diverting a moving flow of 

products) for transferring items (products (P) ) , 

which are originally aligned (see figure 4), into 

consecutive rows, which machine includes a first 

conve y° r (flexible belt conveyor (20)) capable of 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) ' 
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feeding said items arranged in a line one behind the 
other. Document Dl further describes a second 
conveyor (second conveyor line (10)) including a 
plate (plate-top chain constituted by flat links 
(38)) arranged in a lateral position relative to 
said first conveyor (see figure 4) and item-moving 
means with at least one push member (disc (28)) 
movable in a transverse direction relative to said 
first conveyor in such a way that it contacts 
sideways "n" items (see figures 1 and 2) on said 
first conveyor in order to urge said items together 
into a row on said plate by moving them in a 
direction that is at an angle "9" greater than 0° 
and less than 90° (0*0°, G * 90°) relative to said 
first conveyor (see the figures) . 

It follows that the combination of technical 
features in claim 1 is found in the prior art known 
from Dl. 



The combination of technical features in claims 4, 
5, 12, 13 and 16 is also found in the prior art 
described in Dl. 

Dependent claims 2, 3, 6-11, 14 and 15 do not 
contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any one of the claims to which they 
refer, might define subject matter that fulfils the 
PCT requirement of inventive step, for the following 
reasons : 



The features in dependent 
15 have already been used 
similar documents, see: 



claims 2, 3, 6-11, 14 and 
for the same purpose in 
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• document D2 : claims 2, 3, 14 and 15; 

• document D3: claim 6; 

• document D4 : claims 7-9; and 

• document D5: claims 10 and 11. 

It would be obvious for a person skilled in the art 
to use these features with a corresponding effect in 
a device as per document Dl and thereby arrive at a 
machine as per claims 2, 3, 6-11, 14 and 15. 

The subject matter of claims 1-16 is considered to 
be industrially applicable (PCT Article 33(4)). 
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